A comparative study of the effect of some steroid hormones on the response of rats to other drugs.
The effect of a series of steroid hormones on the pentetrazol convulsing action, hexobarbital narcotic action and hepatic drug metabolizing enzyme activities was determined in rats. All steroid compounds used antagonized the pentetrazol effect: the most potent was cortisone and the least potent testosterone. Glucocorticoids and androgens shortened the hexobarbital sleeping time and increased the hepatic drug metabolizing enzyme activity. Estradiol exhibited the opposite effect, whereas progesterone and desoxycorticosterone did not affect these two parameters.